CHAPTER   IV

THE GREAT SOCIAL REVOLUTIONS

THE essentials of Marx's theory of history are contained
in the two first parts (prop. 1-4). In the third part, con-
tained in propositions 5-12, Marx intends to show how
the causal connection between the economic basis and
the ideological superstructure is apparent in the great
social revolutions.
In his fifth and sixth propositions he speaks of con-
tradictions and tensions arising between the productive
forces and the conditions of production, owing to the
fact that the existing conditions of production block the
way to the further development of the productive forces:
the consequence is, according to proposition 7, a social
revolution, in which, according to proposition 8, following
on the changes in the economic basis, the whole enormous
legal, cultural and intellectual superstructure is over-
turned. In propositions 9 and 10, we are told that the
ideological forms in which the struggle is fought out,
are but illusive, and that we must distinguish between
this imaginary and deceptive ideological struggle and
the real conflict, which is invariably a struggle between
the conditions of production and the productive forces.
Propositions n and 12 contain further particulars of the
nature of these revolutions.
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